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  UK Snapshot Neighbourhood Economy Population About Us Jobs 14 June 2011 

 

Economy 

Businesses 
Number of UK Businesses down 

 

 
UK Enterprises by Legal Status 

There were 2.10 million enterprises registered for VAT and/or PAYE in March 2010, compared to 

2.15 million in March 2009, a 2.4 per cent decrease. 
 

Between March 2009 and March 2010 there was a reduction in the number of sole proprietors, 
partnerships and corporate businesses:  

• corporate businesses (companies and public corporations) represent 58.9 per cent of total 
enterprises, a proportional increase from 58.2 per cent in 2009 

• sole proprietors represent 23.8 per cent of total enterprises, a decrease from 24.4 per 
cent in 2009 

• partnerships represent 13.2 per cent of total enterprises, a decrease from 13.5 per cent in 
2009 

• general government and non-profit making bodies represent 4.1 per cent of total 
enterprises, an increase from 4.0 per cent in 2009 

The professional, scientific and technical sector accounts for the largest number of businesses with 
15.4 per cent of all enterprises registered. This is followed by construction with 13.1 per cent of all 

enterprises registered and retail with 9.0 per cent. 
 

The distribution of enterprises by employment size band shows that 88.6 per cent had an 

employment of less than 10, and 98.0 per cent had less than 50 employment. Large enterprises, 
those with 250 or greater employment, accounted for only 0.4 per cent. 

 
Analysis by age shows that 14.3 per cent of businesses were under two years old, and 28.8 per 

cent were under four years old. A further 43.5 per cent of businesses were 10 or more years old. 
 

All regions experienced a decrease in the number of businesses with the North West and the West 
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Midlands experiencing the greatest decrease of 3.3 per cent each. Scotland experienced the 

smallest decrease of 0.8 per cent. London accounts for the largest number of businesses with 15.8 
per cent followed by the South East and East regions at 15.7 per cent and 10.2 per cent 

respectively. 
   
 

Source: Inter Departmental Business Register (IDBR), Office for National Statistics 

   
 

Published on 27 September 2010 at 9:30 am 

 

 

This page printed from National Statistics Website. 

Crown Copyright applies unless otherwise stated. 

 

Link to this ONS webpage: 

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/cci/nugget.asp?id=1238 

 

Link to ONS Business Data: 

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/StatBase/Product.asp?vlnk=933 

 

Link to ONS Business Tables for 2010: 

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/downloads/theme_commerce/PA1003_2010/

ukbusiness2010.pdf 
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